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The  Loyalty  and  Moralty  of  the  Clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  Virginia  in  1776 


In  1890,  one  of  the  accidents  of  life  led  me  to  inquire  into  the 
history  of  the  Old  Brick  Church,  five  miles  from  Smithfield,  in 
the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Virginia.  As  a boy,  and  young  man, 
I had  spent  many,  and  many,  a happy  hour  amidst  its  picturesque 
ruins  enjoying  the  delightful  shade  and  the  romance  that  clung  to 
that  old  church.  I had  many  a time,  inquired,  Why  is  this  old 
church  in  ruins?  and  was  just  as  often,  told  that  its  ministers 
were  traitors  during  the  Revolutionary  War:  that  they  were  dis- 
solute and  drunken : that  its  members  were  no  better : and  that 
God  was  punishing  it  for  the  sins  of  its  ministers,  and  its  people. 
I grew  up  with  this  idea.  I did  not  know  any  better  until  1890- 
91  when  the  mere  accident  referred  to  led  me  to  study  the  history 
of  that  church,  and  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. In  this  study  I had  the  curiosity  to  look  into  the  American 
Archives  to  see  who  was  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  county  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  and  when  I found  that  the  fifth  man  on  that  com- 
mittee was  the  Rev.  Henry  John  Burgess,  rector  of  this  Old  Brick 
Church,  I could  scarcely  believe  my  eyes.  In  my  excitement  over 
the  discovery  I continued  the  search,  and  when  I found  that  other 
ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  were  on  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  many  counties,  and  the  chairmen  of  several,  I saw  that  I, 
at  least,  had  believed  a base  slander ; and  I wondered  why  the  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Virginia  had  not  contradicted  that  slander,  and 
placed -the  evidence  of  it  before  the  world. 

I had,  and  have,  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  people  in  Isle 
of  Wight  are  any  better  than  the  people  of  any  other  county.  I 
had,  and  have,  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  ministers  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight  were  any  better 
than  the  ministers  of  that  Church  in  other  counties.  I believe  our 
ministers  and  people  were  only  up  to  a good  fair  average.  So, 
when  I found  that  I could  begin  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Falkner  in 
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164*3,  and  come  on  down  through  the  Rev.  Henry  John  Burgess 
(1773-4-5-6),  to  the  Rev.  William  Hubard,  who  died  at  the  glebe 
in  1802,  with  only  a few  slight  breaks;  and  could  only  find  one 
black  sheep  in  that  list,  I could  but  wonder  what  other  church 
could  present  such  a record;  and  what  other  church  would  permit 
its  people  and  its  ministers  to  be  so  vilified  and  abused.  That 
one  black  sheep  was  asked  by  his  vestry  to  resign,  and  he  did  re- 
sign. He  was  neither  a Scotchman  nor  Englishman.  In  the  paper 
on  the  Old  Brick  Church  (Ya.  His.  Collections,  Yol.  XI,  page 
159),  read  in  1891,  I said  of  him:  “The  Rev.  Mr.  Milner  (was 
rector)  from  February,  1766,  to  May  3rd,  1770.  He  was  a de- 
scendant of  that  Colonel  Thomas  Milner,  of  Xansemond,  who  was 
a justice  of  the  peace,  and  colonel  in  1680;  who  was  clerk  of  the 
Assembly  in  1684;  its  speaker  in  1691;  and  probably  the  son  of 
that  Milner  who  married  Patience,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  Bridger.”  He  was,  therefore,  of  splendid  lineage.  All 
families  at  all  times,  and  all  churches  at  all  times,  have  had  their 
black  sheep.  And  the  person  who  will  condemn  a family,  or  a 
church,  for  one  black  sheep  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  years  shows 
neither  judgment,  nor  charity.  What  is  true  of  Isle  of  Wight,  I 
believe  to  be  true  of  other  counties  in  the  State.  There  are  coun- 
ties, like  Prince  William,  where  the  Rev.  John  Brunskill,  Jr.,  in 
1757,  not  only  disgraced  his  Church,  but  disgraced  humanity;  and 
like  Amelia,  where  the  Rev.  John  Brunskill  in  1776  was  only  a 
little  better;  but  is  the  Church  in  Prince  William,  in  Amelia,  and 
in  all  Virginia,  to  be  condemned  for  the  delinquences,  the  im- 
moralities, or  the  crimes  of  one  man  in  a county  in  a century  or 
two?  To  what  family  or  to  wrhat  church  would  you  apply  that 
standard?  If  you  did,  what  family,  or  what  church  would  meas- 
ure up  to  it?  In  1890-91  I read  the  history  of  the  other  denomi- 
nations in  the  State,  and  I do  not  wish  to  apply  that  standard  to 
them. 

At  that  time  these  thoughts  passed  quickly,  and  thickly  through 
my  mind,  and  I thought,  if  no  one  else  did,  I would  at  some  day, 
say  some  mild  word,  in  vindication  of  the  loyalty,  and  of  the  mo- 
rality, of  the  clergy  of  1776. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  say  it  now.  I give  be- 
low “A  list  of  Parishes  and  the  Ministers  in  them”  taken  from 
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the  5th  Volume  (1896-7)  of  the  William  and  Mary  College 
Quarterly,  pages  200-1-2-3,  with  comments  on  the  loyalty  and  con- 
duct of  each  of  them  by  myself  with  my  authority  for  that  com- 
ment. 


“A  List  of  Parishes  and  the  Ministers  In  Them  ” 


(From  Purdie  & Dixon’s  Virginia  Almanac  for  1774). 

As  given  in  5th  William  and  Mary  College  Quarterly,  pgges  200- 

1-2-3,  with  comments  now  made,  by  B.  S.  Thomas,  of  Smithfield, 

Virginia. 

Accomac  county,  Aceomac  parish,  William  Vere,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  1st  Meade, 
page  265.  At  Convention  of  1790,  pages  29-37,  Hawks. 

Accomac  county,  St.  George  parish,  [John]  Lyon  (From  Ehode 
Island).  Disloyal  but  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  page  266. 

Albemarle  county,  St.  Anne  parish,  Charles  Clay,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary*.  Ordained  in  London.  Eector  from  1769 
to  1784.  2nd  Meade,  pages  48-9,  50.  At  Convention  of 
May  18th,  1785.  See  Journal,  page  3,  Hawks. 

Albemarle  count}^,  Frederickville  parish,  Matthew  Maury,  min- 
ister, loyal  and  exemplary.  Eector  from  1771  to  1808. 
2nd  Meade,  pages  44,  87,  90,  91. 

Amelia  county,  Ealeigh  parish,  John  Brunskill,  minister,  dis- 
loyal and  disreputable  in  the  extreme.  2nd  Meade,  pages 
20-21,  1st  Meade,  430,  note  page  413.  There  were  three 
John  Brunskills.  The  one  of  Prince  William  in  1757  was 
the  great  moral  reprobate  and  monster.  2nd  Meade,  216, 
217.  Bemoved  May  19th,  1757.  Dinwiddie  Papers,  Vol. 
2,  page  695. 

Amelia  county,  Nottoway  parish,  Thomas  Wilkinson,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  page  23. 

Augusta  county,  Augusta  parish,  John  Jones,  minister,  loyal  and 
exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  page  318.  (Succeeded  by  Eev. 
Alexander  Balmaine,  in  1775,  loyal  and  exemplary.  1st 
Meade,  pages  20;  21,  31,  36,  298,  285-6-7,  319-21-24.  5th 
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Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page  252.  Annals  of  Augusta  County, 
by  Waddell  pages  49,  110,  129,  130,  133,  148,  162. 
Southern  Churchman,  Jan.  30,  1906.  Journal  of  Conven- 
tion of  1785,  page  3,  Hawks.  On  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
i5rth  Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page  252. 

Amherst  county,  Amherst  parish,  Ichabod  Camp,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  5th  Wm.  and 
M.  C.  Q.,  page  98,  2 Meade,  57. 

Brunswick  county,  St.  Andrew  parish,  Alexander  Lundie,  min- 
ister, loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  478-9.  Chair- 
man of  Committee  of'  Safety,  5th  Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q., 
page  251.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  See  Journal, 
page  3,  Hawks. 

Brunswick  county,  Meherrin  parish,  Arthur  Emmerson,  minis- 
ter, loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  279-80.  At 
Convention  of  May,  1785.  See  Journal  of  Convention, 
page  4,  Hawks. 

Bedford  county,  Russell  parish,  John  Brander,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  2nd  Meade, 
page  18. 

Buckingham  county,  Tillotson  parish,  William  Peasley,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  No  criticism  at  all.  2nd  Meade, 
page  38. 

Botetourt  county,  Botetourt  parish,  Adam  Smith,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  2nd  Meade, 
page  64. 

Berkeley*  county,  Norborne  parish,  Daniel  Stinger,  minister. 

Caroline  county,  St.  Margaret  parish,  Archibald  Dick,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Rector  from  1773  to  1787.  1st 
Meade,  page  413.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  See 
Journal,  page  3,  Hawks. 

Caroline  county,  St.  Mary’s  parish,  Abner  Waugh,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  409-12.  At  Convention 
of  May  1791,  page  37,  Hawks. 

Charles  City  county,  Westover  parish,  Rev.  James  Ogelvie,  min- 
inster,  loyal  and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  1st 
Meade,  page  318.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page  253.  On  the 
Committee  of  Safety.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page  253. 
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Chesterfield  county,  Dale  parish,  Archibald  M.  Roberts,  minis- 
ter, loyal  and  exemplary,  “Pious  and  conscientious.” 
1st  Meade,  page  448. 

Chesterfield  county,  Manchester  parish,  William  Leigh,  minis- 
ter, loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  450-1-3.  2nd 
Meade,  266-73.  5 Wm,  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page  98.  At 

Convention  of  May,  1785.  See  Journal,  page  3,  Hawks. 

Culpeper  county,  St.  Mark’s  parish  [Edward]  Jones,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Rector  from  *1773  to  1780.  2nd. 
Meade,  page  81. 

Culpeper  county,  Bromfield  parish,  James  Herdman,  minister. 
No  mention  of  him  at  all.  2nd  Meade,  page  102. 

Cumberland  county,  King  William  parish, . 

Cumberland  county,  Southam  parish  (John  Hyde  Saunders), 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Rector  from  1773  to  1791,  2nd 
Meade,  page  33.  On  the  Committee  of  Safety.  5 Wm.  and 
M.  C.  Q.,  103.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  Journal  of 
Convention  of  1785,  page  4,  Hawks. 

Cumberland  county,  Littleton  parish,  Christopher  Macrae,  minis- 
ter, loyal  and  exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  pages  35-6-7.  2 

Henry's  Life  of  Patrick  Henry , page  57.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 22,  1808.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  See  Journal 
of  Convention,  page  3,  Hawks. 

Charlotte  county,  Cornwall  parish,  Thomas  Johnson,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  He  drank  an  indiscreet  toast  and 
apologized  publicly  and  in  print  for  it  like  a man.  4 
American  Archives , page  884.  1st  Meade,  page  490. 

Dinwiddie  county,  Bath  parish,  Devereau  Jarret,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  386,  469,  470-6.  At 
Convention  of  May  18th,  1785.  See  Journal  of  Conven- 
tion of  1785,  page  3,  Hawks. 

Dunmore  county,  Beckford  parish,  Peter  Muhlenburg,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Represented  Dunmore  in  the  Conven- 
tion of  March  20,  1775.  See  Journal.  2nd  Meade,  pages 
311  to  317.  General  in  the  war. 

Elizabeth  City  county,  Elizabeth  City  parish,  William  Selden, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  140, 
231-2-7. 
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Essex  county,  South  Farnham  parish,  Alexander  Cruden,  minis- 
ter, disloyal.  Returned  to  Scotland  probably  before  the 
war.  1st  Meade,  page  390. 

Essex  county,  St.  Anne  parish,  John  Matthews,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplar}^.  Not  a word  against  him.  1st  Meade, 

. page  402-6-7. 

Fairfax  county,  Truro  parish,  Townsend  Dade,  minister,  loyal 
and  not  exemplary.  Resigned  in  1777  for  alleged  miscon- 
duct; five  members  of  the  vestry  protesting.  2nd  Meade, 
page  258. 

Fairfax  county,  Fairfax  parish,  Lee  Massey,  minister,  loyal  and 
exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  pages  225-6,  238-9,  247,  254. 

Fauquier  county,  Leeds  parish,  James  Thomson,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  pages  218-19. 

Fauquier  county,  Hamilton  parish,  James  Craig,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  2nd  Meade, 
pages  217-218.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  See  Journal 
of  Convention,  page  4,  Hawks. 

Frederick  county,  Frederick  parish,  Charles  M.  Thurston,  minis- 
ter, loyal  and  exemplary.  Colonel  in  the  war,  1st  Meade, 
pages  323,  325.  Rives’  Life  of  Madison , Yol.  1,  pages  435, 
537;  Yol.  2,  pages  46,  77,  153,  note  240.  Southern  Church- 
man, Jan.  20th,  1906.  Represented  Frederick  county  in 
the  Convention  of  March  20th,  1775,  and  July,  1775.  See 
Journal  of  the  Convention. 

Fincastle  county,  Botetourt  parish, . 

Gloucester  county,  Abingdon  parish,  Thomas  Price,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  1st  Meade, 
pages  324,  329.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  pages  96  and  98. 

Gloucester  county,  Ware  parish,  James  M.  Fontaine,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  323-8-9,  334.  2nd 
Meade,  page  495. 

Gloucester  county,  Kingston  parish,  Thomas  Field,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  page  325,  2nd  Meade, 
page  495. 

Gloucester  county,  Pettsworth  parish,  Arthur  Hamilton,  minis- 
ter, loyal  and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  1st 
Meade,  pages  323-5,  374. 
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Goochland  county,  St.  James  North  am  parish,  William  Douglas, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  Minister  for  twenty-seven 
years.  1st  Meade,  457-8-9. 

Halifax  county,  Antrim  parish,  Alexander  Gordon,  minister,  dis- 
affected but  exemplary.  Resigned,  went 'to,  and  lived  in, 
Petersburg,  all  during,  and  after,  the  war.  2nd  Meade, 
page  10. 

Hampshire  county,  Hampshire  parish,  Nathaniel  Manning,  min- 
ister, loyal  and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  2nd 
Meade,  page  309. 

Hanover  county,  St.  Paul  parish,  Patrick  Henry,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  420,  430. 

Hanover  county,  St,  Martin  parish,  Robert  Barrett,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  420,  430.  At 
Convention  of  May,  1785.  Journal  of  Convention  of  1785, 
page  3,  Hawks. 

Henrico  county,  Henrico  parish,  Miles  Selden,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  140-1,  450.  5 Wm.  and 
M.  C.  Q.,  page  104.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

James  City  county,  James  City  parish,  William  Bland,  minister, 
loyal,  but  of  intemperate  habits  while  in  Norfolk  in 
1790-91  ; and  had  a controversy  with  Rev.  Mr.  Whitehead 
over  St.  Paul’s  Church.  1st  Meade,  pages  238,  273.  5 

Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page  98.  Southern  Churchman,  Nov. 
5,  1906.  Journal  of  Convention  of  1785,  page  4,  Hawks. 

Isle  of  Wight  county,  Newport  parish,  H.  John  Burgess,  minis- 
ter, loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  page  308-10.  On 
the  Committee  of  Safety.  1st  American  Archives,  page 
1026.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page  98.  Ditto,  page  255.  At 
Convention  of  May,  1785.  Journal  of  Convention,  1785, 
page  4,  Hawks. 

King  George  county,  Hanover  parish,  William  Davies,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  2nd  Meade, 
page  184. 

King  George  county,  Brunswick  parish,  John  Wishart,  minister. 
Not  a word  good,  or  bad,  about  him. 

King  and  Queen  county,  Drysdale  parish,  Andrew  Moreton,  min- 
ister, 1st  Meade,  page  414.  Not  mentioned  after  1774. 
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King  and  Queen  county,  Stratton  Major  parish,  William  Dun- 
lap, minister,  loyal,  but  in  1778  had  some  misunderstand- 
ings with  his  vestry.  Eeasons  not  given.  1st  Meade,  page 
374. 

King  and  Queen  county,  St.  Stephen  parish,  Hancock  Dunbar; 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  Eector  in  1754-58,  1773-4, 
1776.  1st  Meade,  page  379. 

King  William  county,  Sb.  David  parish,  Alexander  White, 

minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  page  380. 
2nd  Meade,  page  284.  Specially  prominent. 

KIng  William  county,  St.  John  parish,  William  Skyring, 

minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  Eector  from  1773  to  1790. 
1st  Meade,  page  380.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  See 
Journal  of  Convention  of  1785,  page  3,  Hawks. 

Lancaster  county,  Christ  Church  parish,  David  Currie,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Eector  from  1773  to  1792.  1st 

Meade,  page  123. 

Loudoun  county,  Cameron  parish,  Spence  Grayson,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  pages  213,  259,  273. 

Loudoun  county,  Shelburne  parish,  David  Griffith,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  pages  259-62,  263-4-5-7, 
273-4.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page  98.  At  Convention  of 

May,  1785.  Journal  of  Convention  of  1785,  page  3, 
Hawks. 

Louisa  county,  Trinity  parish,  Eobert  Yauncey,  minister.  Hot 
mentioned  at  all. 

Lunenburg  county,  Cumberland  parish,  James  Craig,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  page  484.  2nd  Meade, 
page  10.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  See  Journal  of 
Convention  of  1785,  page  3,  Hawks. 

Middlesex  county,  Christ  Church  parish,  Samuel  Ivlug,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  “Pious  and  efficient.”  1st  Meade, 
page  361.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  98.  At  Convention  in 
May,  1785.  See  Journal  of  Convention  1785,  page  3, 
Hawks. 

Mecklenburg  county,  St.  James  parish,  John  Cameron,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  485-6-7.  At  Con- 
vention of  May,  1785.  See  Journal  of  Convention  1785, 
page  4,  Hawks. 
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Nansemond  county,  Suffolk  parish,  John  Agnew,  minister,  dis- 
loyal but  nothing  against  his  morals.  1st  Meade,  pages 
280,  290.  2 American  Archives , pages  226-7.  Southern 

Churchman , May,  1907. 

Nansemond  county,  Upper  parish,  Patrick  Lunan,  minister,  loyal 
but  not  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  290,  478.  Parish 
Register,  and  J.  B.  Dunn. 

New  Kent  county,  Blissland  parish, -Price  Davies,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  page  388.  2nd  Meade,  page 
496.  At  Convention  of  1785.  See  Journal  of  Convention 
of  1785,  page  4,  Hawks. 

New  Kent  county,  St.  Peter’s  parish,  James  Semple,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Rector  for  twenty-two  years.  1st 
Meade,  pages  386-8.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  See 
Journal  of  Convention  of  1785,  page  4,  Hawks. 

Norfolk  county,  Elizabeth  parish,  Thomas  Davis,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  1st  Meade, 
pages  272-4.  At  Convention  of  1785.  See  Journal  of  Con- 
vention of  1785,  page  4,  Hawks. 

Norfolk  county,  Portsmouth  parish,  John  Braidfoot,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  page  279.  Rector  from 
1774  to  1785. 

Norfolk  county,  St.  Bride  parish,  James  Pasteur,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  him.  1st  Meade, 
page  279. 

Northumberland  county,  Wicomico  parish,  John  Leland, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  pages  132, 
174,  468.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  See  Journal  oi 
Convention,  1785,  page  4,  Hawks. 

Northumberland  county,  St.  Stephen  parish,  Benjamin 
Sebastian,  minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  Rector  from 
1767  to  1777.  Nothing  against  him.  2nd  Meade,  pages 
132,  467. 

Northampton  county,  Hungar’s  parish,  Richard  Hewitt,  minister. 
Died  in  1774.  1st  Meade,  page  258.  Succeeded  by  Rev. 
Samuel  S.  McCrosky,  who  served  from  1774  to  1803.  Loyal 
and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  page  258.  He  was  on  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  the  county.  So  also  was  Issae 
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Aver}-,  who  also  was  loyal  and  exemplary.  American 
Archives , Yol.  I,  page  1044.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page 

246.  See  Journal  of  Convention  178&,  page  4,  Hawks. 
On  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Orange  county,  St.  Thomas  parish,  John  Wingate,  minister,  dis- 
loyal, but  not  immoral.  Nothing  against  his  moral  char- 
acter. 2nd  Meade,  page  90.  2 American  Archives , page 

234. 

Pittsylvania  county,  Camden  parish,  Lewis  Gwillam,  minister, 
loyal,  but  disreputable.  “Shame  and  contempt  covered  his 
whole  life.”  2nd  Meade,  page  14.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q., 

page  247.  He  was  on  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Prince  Edward  county,  St.  Patrick  parish,  . 

Prince  George  county,  Martin’s  Brandon  parish,  William  Coutts, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  Nothing  against  his 
loyalty  or  morality.  1st  Meade,  page  438. 

Prince  George  county,  Bristol  parish,  William  Harrison, 
minister,  Jloyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  242, 
310-11.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  page  98. 

Princess  Anne  county,  Lynhaven  parish,  Robert  Dickson, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  Died  in  1777.  1st  Meade, 
page  249. 

Prince  William  county,'  Dettingen  parish,  James  Scott, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  “Minister  for  thirty-seven 
years.”  “One  of  the  best  of  men.”  2nd  Meade,  pages 
197-8-9,  208. 

Richmond  county  Lunenburg  parish,  Isaac  William  Gibern, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  “Of  great  goodness  of  heart 
and  Christian  benevolence,  highly  educated,  began  preach- 
ing in  1762  and  continued  until  incapacitated  by  age.”  2nd 
Meade,  page  180. 

Richmond  county,  Farnham  parish,  William  M’Coy,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Not  a word  against  his  patriotism  or 
morals.  2nd  Meade,  page  160. 

Southampton  county,  Nottoway  parish,  William  Agar  (or  Agur), 
minister.  Nothing  said  about  him  after  1774.  “In  1776 
Rev.  William  Andrews  takes  the  place  of  Mr.  Agur  in 
Nottoway  parish.”  1st  Meade,  pages  307-8.  Loyal  up  to 
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1781  and  exemplary.  Disloyal  afterwards.  Calendar  of 
State  papers,  Vol.  II,  pages  261  and  589,  reference  given  by 
the  Rev.  J.  B.  Dunn. 

Southampton  county,  St.  Luke  parish,  George  Gurley,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  307-8.  At  Con- 
vention of  May,  1785.  Journal  of  Convention,  page  4. 
Hawks. 

Spotsylvania  county,  St.  George  parish,  Peter  (James)  Marye, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  Minister  from  1761  to 
1780.  “Of  ecclesiastical  views  and  sincere  pie  tv.”  2nd 
Meade,  pages  69,  89,  97,  98. 

Spotsylvania  county  Berkeley  parish,  James  Stephenson, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  page  73.  At 
Convention  of  May,  1785.  See  Journal  of  Convention  of 
1785,  page  3,  Hawks. 

Stappord  county,  Overwharton  parish,  Clement  Brooke,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Hot  a word  against  him.  2nd 
Meade,  page  202. 

Stafford  county,  St.  Paul  parish,  William  Stewart,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  Hot  a word  against  him.  1st 
Meade,  page  415. 

Surry  county,  Southwark  parish,  Benjamin  Blagrove,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  5 Wm.  and  M.  C.  Q.,  pages  98,  249. 
On  the  Committee  of  Safety.  4th  American  Archives , 
page  940.  1st  Meade,  page  386.  At  St.  Peter’s,  Hew 
Kent,-  in  1789.  At  Brandon  in  1785.  1st  Meade,  page 
438.  At  Convention  of  May,  1785.  See  Journal  of  Con- 
vention of  1785,  page  4,  Hawks. 

Sussex  county,  Albemarle  parish,  William  Willie,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  Rector  for  thirty-eight  years.  Hothing 
against  him.  1st  Meade,,  312. 

Warwick  county,  Warwick  parish,  William  Hubard,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  page  238.  5 Wm.  and 

M.  C.  Q.,  page  98.  “Died  in  Isle  of  Wight  county  at  the 
glebe  in  1802.  Virginia  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XI 
(1891),  page  159. 

Westmoreland  county,  Cople  parish,  Thomas  Smith,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  pages  132,  147,  192, 
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342,  349,  467.  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Safety.  5 Wm. 
and  M.  C.  Q.,  pages  250-1. 

Westmoreland  county,  Washington  parisTi,  Archibald  Campbell, 
minister,  loyal  and  exemplary.  2nd  Meade,  pages  159- 
60-61. 

Williamsburg  county,  Bruton  parish,  John  Bracken,  minister, 
loyal  and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  28,  37,  176.  2nd 
Meade,  page  267.  At  Convention  of  May  18,  1785.  See 
Journal  of  Convention,  page  4,  Hawks. 

York  county,  York-Hampton  parish,  John  Camm,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  173,  218-19,  225,  242, 
304,  401. 

Rev.  Robert  Andrews  on  District  Committee  of  Williams- 
burg, American  Archives.  L03T1I  in  the  Convention  1785.  * 
See  Journal,  page  4,  Hawks. 

York  county,  Charles  parish,  Joseph  Davenport,  minister,  loyal 
and  exemplary.  1st  Meade,  pages  204,  239.  5 Wm.  and 

M.  C.  Q.,  page  98.  See  Journal  of  Convention  1785,  page 
4,  Hawks. 


A list  of  the  ministers,  not  in  the  printed  list  of  1774,  who  were 
in  the  Convention  in  Richmond  of  May  18th,  1785,  and  therefore,  both 
loyal  and  exemplary: 

Caroline  county,  Drysdale  parish, Carter. 

Caroline  county,  St.  Asaph  parish,  Samuel  Shield. 

Henrico  county,  Henrico  parish,  John  Buchanan. 

James  City  county,  James  City  parish,  James  Madison. 

Princess  Anne  county,  Lynhaven  parish,  Simpson. 

Stafford  county,  Overwharton  parish,  Robert  Buchan. 

Stafford  county,  Brunswick  parish,  Thomas  Thornton. 
Westmoreland  county,  Washington  parish,  Francis  Wilson. 

York  county,  York  Hampton  parish,  Robert  Andrews.  Convention 
of  1785,  Hawks,  page  3. 


I could  not  in  all  cases,  find  'positive  and  affirmative  evidence 
of  the  loyalty,  and  exemplary  conduct  of  each,  and  of  every, 
minister.  In  some  cases  I had  to  infer  it,  and  I did  not  hesitate 
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to  do  so.  When  I found  a minister  in  a parish  before  and  during 
the  war;  or  during  and  after  the  war;  and  could  not  find  one 
word  to  his  prejudice  I have  inferred  he  was  loyal  and  exemplary, 
because  if  he  had  not  been  he  had  a plenty  6f  enemies  to  pick  him 
to  pieces  and  to  ruin  any,  except  the  very  best,  of  reputations. 

Bishop  Meade  had  the  list  of  the  clergy  of  1774-  that  I have 
given  above,  and  he  traveled  from  county  to  county  with  it.  All 
adverse  criticism  reached  his  ears,  and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  record 
it.  “He  was  so  straight  he  bent  backwards.”  He  had  no  use, 
and  little  toleration  for,  any  man  who  was  less  straight  than  him- 
self. Whenever  he  found  an}r  delinquency  at  all  inconsistent  with 
his  strict  Puritanical  notions,  he  smote  it  with  his  caustic  pen,  his 
unkind  judgment,  and  his  “Big  Stick.”  He  withheld  praise  when 
it  was  evidently  and  eminently,  due.  The  instances  of  it  are 
many.  I will  only  give  one,  that  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  William  Willie, 
minister  for  thirty-eight  years  in  Albemarle  parish  in  the  county 
of  Sussex.  He  is  forced  to  admit  that  “his  register  is  by  far  the 
most  particular  register  I have  met  with;”  that  it  states,  “the 
births,  baptisms,  deaths,  marriages,  sponsors,  names  of  masters  of 
bond  and  free,  black  and  white;”  that  he  is  a methodical  and 
painstaking  man,  living  for  thirty-eight  years  among  a people 
(judging  from  the  names  in  the  register,  as  respectable  as  any  in 
Virginia),  and  all  that  he  could  bring  himself  to  say  is,  “he  was, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  a worthy  minister  in  other  respects.” 

There  was  nothing  in  the  world  against  him.  Ho  criticism 
•of  any  kind  attached  itself  to  his  name.  He  had  served  his  people 
as  well  as  he  could  for  nearly,  half  a century ; and  after  he  was 
dead  and  gone,  with  all  of  the  charities  of  the  grave  about  him, 
the  only  thing  his  visiting  Bishop  did  for  his  memory  was  to  ex- 
press the  wish  that  he  was  “a  worthy  minister  in  other  respects.” 

The  injustice  of  such  an  unkind  comment  must  be  plain  to 
the  comprehension  and  feelings  of  any  man. 

There  are  several  similar  cases.  I have  not  hesitated  to  infer, 
in  these  cases,  that  the  ministers  were  both  loyal  and  exemplary. 
If  nothing  could  be  found  to  their  discredit  it  is  plain  that  nothing 
existed. 

That  these  ministers  were  loyal,  and  exemplary,  is  abundantly 
shown  by  cotemporaneous  testimony. 
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Take  the  case  of  Jefferson — the  most  astute  politician  of  his 
day,  and  the  one  generally  supposed  to  be  the  least  friendly  to  the 
cause  of  religion — and  see  what  was  the  first  appeal  he  made  and 
to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

News  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill  reached  the  Virginia  Assembly 
during  its  spring  session  in  1774.  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  Memoir 
says : 

“The  lead  in  the  House  in  these  subjects  being  no  longer  left 
to  the  old  members,  Mr.  Henry,  B.  H.  Lee,  Fr.  L.  Lee,,  there  are 
four  other  members  whom  I do  not  now  recollect,  and  myself, 
agreeing  that  we  must  boldly  take  an  unequivocal  stand  in  the 
line  with  Massachusetts,  determined  to  meet  and  consult  on  the 
proper  measures,  in  the  Council  Chamber  for  the  benefit  of  the 
library  in  that  room.  We  were  under  conviction  of*  the  necessity 
of  arousing  our  people  from  the  lethargy  into  which  they  had 
fallen  as  to  passing  events,  and  thought  that  the  appointment  of  a 
day  of  general  fasting  and  prayer  would  be  most  likely  to  CALL 
UP  and  ALARM  their  attention.  No  examples  of  such  a solemity 
had  existed  since  the  days  of  our  distress  in  the  war  of  ?55,  sines 
which  a new  generation  had  grown  up.  With  the  help,  therefore, 
of  Rushworth,  whom  we  rummaged  over  for  the  precedents  and 
forms  of  the  Puritans  of  that  day,  .preserved  by  him,  we  cooked 
up  a resolution,  somewhat  modernizing  their  phrases,  for  appoint- 
ing the  first  day  of  June,  on  which  the  Port  Bill  was  to  com- 
mence, for  a day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer,  to  IMPLORE 
HEAVEN  TO  AVERT  FROM  US  THE  EVILS  OF  CIVIL 
WAR,  to  inspire  us  with  firmness  in  support  of  our.  rights,  and  to 
(urn  the  hearts  of  the  King  and  Parliament  to  moderation  and 
justice.  To  give  greater  emphasis  to  our  proposition,  we  agreed  to 
wait  the  next  morning  on  Mr.  Nicholas — whose  grave  and  religious 
character  was  more  in  unison  with  the  tone  of  our  resolutions, 
and  solicit  him  to  move  it.  We  accordingly  went  to  him  in  the 
morning.  He  moved  it  the  same  day:  the  first  of  June  was  pro- 
posed, and  it  was  passed  without  opposition.  The  Governor  dis- 
solved us.  V7e  returned  home,  and  in  our  several  counties  invited 
the  clergy  to  meet  the  assemblies  of  the  people  on  the  31st  of  June, 
to  perform  the  ceremonies  of  the  day,  and  to  address  to  them  dis- 
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courses  suited  to  the  occasion.  The  people  met,  generally,  with 
anxiety  and  alarm  in  their  countenances,  AND  THE  EFFECT 
OF  THE  DAY,  through  the  whole  Colony,  WAS  LIKE  A 
SHOCK  OF  ELECTRICITY,  arousing  every  man  and  placing 
him  ERECT  AND  SOLIDLY  ON  HIS  CENTRE.”  Jefferson’s 
Autobiograplry,  Yol.  I,  page  9;  Randall’s  Life  of  Jefferson,  Yol. 
I,  page  85 ; I Meade,  267. 

A clay  of  humiliation  and  prayer  was  ordered,  and  it  was 
ordered : 

“That  the  members  of  the  House  do  attend  in  their  places, 
at  the  hour  of  ten  in  the  morning,  on  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
in  order  to  proceed  with  the  speaker  and  the  mace,  to  the  church 
in  this  city  for  the  purpose  aforesaid : and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Price 
be  requested  to  lead  the  prayer,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gwatkin  to 
preach  a sermon  suitable  to  the  occasion.” — Journal  of  Conven- 
tion. 1st  Meade,  pages  173-4. 

This  was  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  war.  On  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis,  General  Washington  ordered  that : 

“Divine  Service  is  to  be  performed  to-morrow  in  the  several 
brigades  and  divisions.  The  Commander-In-Chief  earnestly  re- 
commends that  the  troops,  not  on  duty,  should  universally  attend, 
with  that  seriousness  of  deportment  and  gratitude  of  heart  which 
the  recognition  of  such  reiterated  and  astounding  interpositions  of 
Providence  demand  of  us.” — Irving's  Life  of  Washington , Yol.  4, 
page  440. 

On  notification  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  he 
ordered : 

“The  chaplains  with  the  several  brigades  will  render  thanks  to 
Almighty  God  for  all  His  mercies,  particularly  for  His  overruling 
the  wrath  of  man  to  His  own  glory,  and  c.ausing  the  rage  of  war 
to  cease  among  the  nations.” — Id.,  page  481. 

To  whom  did  Jefferson  and  Washington  chiefly  appeal  at  the 
very  beginning,  during  the  continuance,  and  at  the  very  end,  of  the 
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war?  Who  were  the  religions  laymen  whose  effective  co-operation 
was  so  zealously  sought?  Who  supplied  the  votes  in  the  con- 
ventions, and  in  the  General  Assemblies,  which  enacted  laws  that 
led  to  the  separation  of  the  Church  and  State?  Who  laid  the  axe 
to  the  foot  of  the  tree  of  disestablishment  in  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Bill  of  Rights?  Who  was  Madison’s  right-hand-man  in 
the  later  assemblies?  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Religion  in  these  assemblies?  When  these  questions  are  asked 
and  discussed  let  not  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia  hang  its 
head  in  shame  at  the  mention  of  the  name  of-  its  loyal  members, 
and  of  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Colonel  Charles  Mynn  Thurston. 

If  anybody  wishes  to  compare  the  loyalty  of  the  Church  in 
Virginia  with  the  loyalty  of  the  church  in  Massachusetts  he  will 
find  a plenty  of  food  for  thought  in  “a  list  of  the  graduates  of 
Harvard,  who  were  Tories  in  the  American  Revolution  residing  in 
Massachusetts,  furnished  by  the  writer  to  The  William  and  Mary 
College  Quarterly,  October,  1898,  pages  76,  77,  78,  79,  80.”  That 
list  shows  that  Harvard  had  a total  of  143  graduates  against  two 
graduates  from  William  and  Mary;  and  of  that  143,  eleven  be- 
longed to  the  Congregational  Church  beginning  with  a Cotton 
(John),  and  nine  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  ending  with 
a Winslow  (Edward).  Anyone  at  all  familiar  with  Massachusetts 
history  will  know  the  significance  of  the'se  names. 

Perhaps  I ought  to  add  that  the  Rev.  Charles  Cummings  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Fincastle  county;  that  the 
Rev.  John  Todd  was  on  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Louisa  county; 
and  that  the  Rev.  Samuel  S.  Smith  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Sankev 
were  on  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Prince  Edward  county.  These 
four  ministers  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

I do  not  find  the  names  of  any  Baptists  or  of  any  Methodist 
ministers  on  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  any  county.  Possibly 
it  may  soften  some  of  the  asperities  of  criticism  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  Rev.  Samuel  Davies  surprised  and  shocked  his 
people  of  “The  Timber  Ridge  Church”  in  Augusta  county  by 
“carrying  a gold  headed  cane  and  wearing  a gold  finger  ring  which 
had  been  presented  to  him  in  England,’’  and  that  the  Rev.  James 
Waddell — Wirt’s  Mind  preacher — scandalized  his  church  in  Staun- 
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ton  and  forced  them  “to  make  out  a case  of  flagrant  Sabbath- 
breaking  by  drinking  hot  coffee  on  a Sunday  morning/’ — Annals 
of  Augusta  County , by  Jas.  A.  Waddell,  pages  197,  41(5. 

When  that  was  the  temper  of  the  times  with  ones  own  people, 
what  would  not  the  people  of  other  denominations  say  against  an 
Episcopal  clergyman? 
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NOTE 


At  this  time  when  other  churches  are  claiming  the  credit  of 
having  taught  George  Mason,  Thomas  Jefferson,  James  Madison, 
Patrick  Henry  and  others  the  principles  of  Religious  Freedom  it 
may  be  well  to  recall  some  few  things  from  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  of  177G,  and  from  the  biographies  of  a few  of  our 
leading  statesmen  of  that  day. 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  May  15,  1776, 

was : 

Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr. 
Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Treasurer  (Robert  Carter  Nicholas),  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
Dandridge,  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  Mr.  Gilmer,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Digges, 
Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Mr.  Cabell,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Blair,  Mr.  Fleming,  Mr.  Tazewell,  Mr.  Richard  Cary,  Mr.  Bullitt,  Mr. 
Watts,  Mr.  Banister,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Starke,  Mr.  David  Mason,  Mr. 
Adams,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis.  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford, Mr.  Watkins  were  added  on  the  16th,  and  Mr.  Mason  on  the 
17th  of  May. — Journal  of  The  Convention  of  May,  1776,  pages,  16,  17,  18. 

The  Fourteenth  article  of  the  declaration  as  drawn  by  George 
Mason  and  as  reported  by  that  special  committee  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  was: 

“That  religion,  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  Creator,  and  the 
manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  reason  and  by 
conviction,  and  not  by  force  or  violence;  and,  therefore,  that  all  men 
should  enjoy  the  fullest  toleration  in  the  exercise  of  religion,  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  unpunished  and  unrestrained  by 
the  magistrate,  unless,  under  cover  of  religion,  any  man  disturb 
the  peace,  the  happiness  or  the  safety  of  society.  And  that  it  is 
the  mutual  duty  of  all  to  practice  Christian  forbearance,  love  and 
charity  towards  each  other.” — Rives  Life  of  Madison,  Vol.  1,  page  647. 

The  Amendment  of  Mr.  Madison,  Offered  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was: 

“That  religion  or  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  Creator,  and  the 
manner  of  discharging  it,  being  under  the  direction  of  reason  and 
conviction  only,  not  of  violence  or  compulsion,  all  men  are  equally 
entitled  to  the  full  and  free  exercise  of  it  according  to  the  dictates 


of  conscience;  and,  therefore,  that  no  man  or  class  of  men  ought,  on 
the  account  of  religion  to  he  invested  with  peculiar  emoluments  or 
privileges,  nor  subjected  to  any  penalties  or  disabilities  unless,  under 
color  of  religion,  the  preservation  of  equal  liberty,  and  the  existence 
of  the  State  be  manifestly  endangered.” 

The  16th  article  finally  adopted  on  June  12th,  1776,  is  as  follows: 

“That  religion  or  the  duty  we  owe  our  Creator  and  the  manner 
of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  reason  and  conviction, 
not  by  force  or  violence,  and,  therefore,  all  men  are  equally  entitled 
to  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  according  to  the  dictates  of  con- 
science.”— Journal  of  the  Convention , June  25,  1776,  page  43;  Rives 
Life  of  Madison,  Vol.  1,  pages  142-3,  note  1;  Rowland's  Life  of 
George  Mason,  Vol.  1,  pages  241-2-3-4-5-6. 

All  the  difference  between  “toleration”  and  liberty  of  opinion 
and  worship  was  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  convention,  and  the 
principle  of  religious  freedom  was  then  and  there  established.  That 
thfs  is  so,  is  abundantly  shown  by  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates of  October,  1776,  see  pages  7,  15,  21,  24,  26,  30,  44-7-8,  51,  60, 
63,  76,  79,  80-2-9,  etc. 

All  that  then,  and  subsequently,  ensued,  relative  to  religious  wor- 
ship, churches,  church  property,  etc.,  was  simply  the  inevitable  result 
of  the  principle  of  religious  freedom  established  by  the  16th  section 
of  the  Declaration  of  Rights. 
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